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University Parking and Transportation Services 
look to the future for shuttle solutions, students develop a 


parking spot tracker and President Nelsen turns 
‘commuter into a dirty word. 
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€ FEATURED SOCIAL MEDIA 


The State Hornet collaborated with the Socie- 
ty of Professional Journalist Chapter at Sac- 
ramento State for a panel discussion on Nov. 





29 about reporting on natural disasters with 
special guests from ‘The Sacramento Bee, the 
Associated Press and KCRA News. Go to Facebook.com/ 
StateHornet for complete video of the event. 


Our reporter, Thomas Frey, traveled to UC 
Davis to live tweet the women’s basketball 
game between the Hornets and the Aggies 
on Nov. 30. Sac State lost to the home team 


79-72. Follow @ThomasFreyRP and @ 


TheStateHornet for more live coverage of sporting and 





other campus events. 


that the dogs took his “mind off of work, even for just those 


A local nonprofit brought Bailey, Dante, 
Woody and other puppies to Sac State on Nov. 
30 for students and passersby in the Library 





Breezeway to help them destress from the 
upcoming finals week. Student Zoey ‘Tan said 


few seconds.” Follow @StateHornet for more similar photo 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


CLARK PACIFIC CONCRETE LAB: A 
ribbon-cutting is scheduled for Dec. 8 for 
Sac State’s concrete lab, which was recent- 
ly renovated after a $200,000 donation 
from Clark Pacific, a design-build man- 
ufacturing company that is also leading 
the construction of Parking Structure V. 
The Clark Pacific Concrete Lab is the 
first lab in the College of Engineering and 
Computer Sciences to be named after a 
donor. It is also the first donation to be 
included in the ECS goal of raising $10 
million for renovation of the University’s 
20 labs and the Sustainable ‘Technology 
Outdoor/Optimization Research Center. 
Additionally, ECS majors will be showing 
senior design projects throughout the day. 
The ribbon cutting is set for 12:45 in 
Santa Clara Hall 1125, and the senior 
projects will be presented from 9 a.m. to 6 


p.m. in Santa Clara Hall’s breezeway and 
Riverside and Modoc Halls. 
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On page 5, Asia Barakat's name was spelled "Aisa," when it 


as in fact Asia. 
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THE MOST DANGEROUS (Eau 
SPOTS ON CAMPUS (ates 


Have you ever wonder where you may be most susceptible to becoming a - 2... _ 
victim of a crime on campus? The State Hornet analyzed Sacramento State's 7 oe 
daily crime logs to find the most common crimes committed on campus 
and where they are most likely to occur. For this map, we documented the 
five most common incidents reported to campus police during the fall 2017 
semester. Visit StateHornet.com to view the full data. 

By Claire Morgan // @jemapelleclaire 


Sixty-eight thefts have been reported since 
the beginning of the semester. Thefts are most 
likely to occur at The WELL, where 10 have been 


reported since August. 
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Thirty-three hit-and-runs have been 
reported, with nine occurring at Parking 
Structure Ill. 


Thirty traffic accidents have been 
reported, with five occurring at 
Parking Structure I. 








Sixteen trepasses have been 
reported, with eight 
occurring at the dorms. 





Twelve cases have been 
reported, with three occurring 
at Parking Structure I. 
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UTAPS GREENLIGHTS SELF-DRIVING SHUTTLES 


ELECTRIC VEHICLE WOULD TAKE COMMUTERS FROM 65TH STREET LIGHT RAIL TO CAMPUS 


Rin Carbin & Vu Chau 
@ss_horo // @vchau2020 


The commute to and from 
Sacramento State may become 
much more cutting-edge as Uni- 
versity ‘Transportation and Park- 
ing Services (U'TAPS) is looking 
into bringing a self-driving elec- 
tric shuttle to campus. 

The shuttle, which would take 
commuters from the 65th Street 
Light Rail Station to campus, is 
currently in the planning stages 
by the Sacramento Area Council 
of Governments (SACOG) — 
an organization that focuses on 
transportation funding and plan- 
ning — U'TAPS, the City of Sac- 
ramento and Regional ‘Transit. 

UTAPS Director Tony Lu- 
cas said the ultimate goal of the 
project is to ease commute times 
for students who use the light rail. 
He said that a dedicated track op- 
erating from the station to cam- 
pus, without having to go through 
rush-hour traffic on Folsom Bou- 
levard, will help accomplish that 
goal. 

“(The Hornet shuttles are) not 
hovercrafts,” Lucas said. “They 
just sit right in there with the rest 
of the traffic, and so what is ordi- 
narily a 12-15 minute loop can be 
30-45 minute loop from the sta- 
tion to campus.” 

According to SACOG senior 
analyst Raef Porter, among the 
considerations for the self-driving 
shuttles are where and how the 
shuttles will run, companies to 
provide the actual vehicles, safety 
concerns, legislative hurdles and 
raising capital. 

So far, both Lucas and Porter 
named the Hornet ‘Tunnel near 
the football practice field and Fol- 
som Boulevard as potential routes 
for the self-driving shuttle. 

Lucas said that the shuttle 
sou oat tee Ste OH SUP: 


tunnel, if that is chosen ‘as’ the 
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Bay Area-based Varden Labs brought the all-electric self-driving shuttle for a two-day demo at Sacramento State in March 2016. The shuttle can seat 
up to four passengers, including a backup driver, and used motion sensor to detect surrounding traffic on campus. 


official route, leaving the rest of 
the space for pedestrians and 
bicyclists. 

Drake Mather, a junior histo- 
ry major who walks between the 
Upper Eastside Lofts and cam- 
pus multiple times a day, said that 
having the shuttle taking up half 
of the tunnel isn’t ideal. 

“It'd suck for people walking 
and biking through because the 
shuttle would take up half the 
road,” Mather said. 

Despite that, Mather said the 
general self-driving concept of 
the shuttle is “pretty cool” and 


could save him time and energy, 
as well as provide a sense of secu- 
rity during his commutes. 

“It’s a long walk,” Mather said. 
“Sometimes, when I’m studying 
late at night, like for midterms or 
something, and when I walk here, 
there’s homeless people sleeping 
or urinating under the bridge.” 

Like Mather, junior family and 
consumer sciences major Jessica 
Ayau said that the self-driving 
shuttle would also make her feel 
safer, as she walks through the 
tunnel after her night class, which 


typically ends at 8 p.m. 


“It’s safe because it’s faster,” 
Ayau said. “(The tunnel) is kinda 
sketchy during the day (too).” 

‘The shuttle would be relatively 
small compared with the current 
Hornet Shuttle and may seat be- 
tween eight and 10 passengers, 
according to Porter and the pro- 
posal U'TAPS submitted to SA- 
COG’s Civic Lab — a group that 
helps with local development of 
new and innovative transporta- 
tion ideas and technologies. 

Currently, the city of Sacra- 
mento prohibits self-driving vehi- 
cles on its public streets. ‘To help 


make the vehicle a reality for Sac 
State, Porter said SACOG would 
provide legislative assistance, 
such as the possibility of draft- 
ing legislation that allows auton- 
omous shuttles to go on public 
right-of-way. 

Porter said talks with self-driv- 
ing vehicle vendors have already 
taken place, but the vendors can- 
not be named due to proprietary 
reasons, such as specific techno- 
logical features. 

Potential methods for how the 
self-driving shuttle would navigate 
roads include GPS and sensors, 
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which would allow the shuttles to communicate 
with traffic signals. 

Porter said major infrastructure changes 
would not need to be made in order for the shut- 
tle to operate in Sacramento. 


Funding for the project would come from 
state and federal resources, such as Caltrans, F OR SAC STATE'S SEL F- IF 
with the assistance of SACOG. 

For students who wish to use the self-driving 2 s o Fs 
shuttle, Porter said that the cost of the service The University Tr ansportation > Parking 
Services plans to bring autonomous 


would be included in tuition and similar to that 
of the existing Hornet Shuttle. 
shuttles to campus by 2019. All routes will 
depart from the 65th Street light rail station. 











As for safety, both Lucas and Porter said that 
the new and unproven technology of self-driving 
vehicles, however, makes it difficult to predict 
future problems. 

However, Porter said that safety, both on and 
off campus, will be taken into serious consid- 





eration during the planning period, especially 
when it comes to the tunnel route. 

“How do you ensure the safety of not only 
the people on the shuttle, but anyone else that 
might be using the tunnel at the exact same 
time? Do you close access down for that?” Porter 
said. “I think (an even) bigger question is around 
on-road safety, and that’s not to say that these 
things are unsafe. It’s just those are some of the 
things we esc to be looking at when we € choose 
that route.” 

Justin Thao, a junior business major, posed 
the same question. He said that while the 
self-driving shuttle “seems cool,” he does not 
know whether he could trust a vehicle without 
any driver. For him, it would also be faster to 
walk than wait for the shuttle. 

Unlike Thao, junior health care admuinistra- 
tion major Kazoua Yang said commuting with 
the self-driving shuttle could provide her with 
a more punctual mode of transportation. She 
said she relies on the Hornet Shuttle to get to 
campus from the light rail station daily, but the 
shuttle can sometimes be 10-15 minutes late. 

“One time, I waited 45 minutes until a stu- 
dent passed by and said it stopped at 3 p.m.,” 
Yang said. 

In the meantime, Porter said the project will 
be in the planning stage for the next six months, 
with a pilot program set to follow once funding, 
contracts and compliances with regulations are 
in place in between June and December 2019. 

Porter and Lucas said that they hope a 
self-driving shuttle will provide long-term park- 
ing and traffic relief for students, as well as the 
entire campus community. 

“T’ve seen those parking lots, it’s heavily im- 
pacted,” Porter said. “I think that this particular 
pilot is really interesting with its connection to 
not only a large employer, but also a place that 
all the students are going. You can have a huge 
impact on parking there, as well as congestion 
on nearby streets, and that’s in everyone’s best 
interest.” 
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Students develop parking tracker 


The State Hornet 








FUNDED BY UTAPS, TRACKER SET TO BE AVAILABLE FOR FALL 2018 SEMESTER 


Thomas Frey 
@ThomasFreyRP 





Imagine a 30-minute, traf- 
fic-heavy commute, and upon get- 
ting to your destination, parking 
is not readily available. You spend 
more than 20 minutes driving up 
and down parking structures and 
through full lots just to find a spot 
half a mile away from your class 
or job. 

This is a common experience 
for anyone who has tried to enter 
Sacramento State during peak 
traffic hours, and five mechanical 


engineering majors hope to find 


time-saving solution. As of now, 
the Sac State parking app displays 
how many spots are available in 
the parking garages, but it has its 
flaws. 

“They just have people going 
out there and seeing how full it 
is, manually inputting a number 
every once in awhile,” project 
member Lauren Rice said. “It’s 
obvious parking is an issue, we 
just want to make it a little better, 
at least.” 

The five students, Rice, Marco 
Bonanni, Timothy Hagen, Cait- 
lin Planchard and Kevin Staebler, 
want real-time parking statistics to 
be presented to prospective park- 
ers and plan to make it a reality 
for Lots 9 and 10 with a parking 
tracker as their senior project. 

Those lots, which are dirt lots, 
contain 653 and 517 spaces, re- 
spectively. ‘The team plans to have 
the parking tracker launch by the 
fall 2018 semester. 

The students are developing 
sensors by using Gaussian elim- 
ination, an algorithm for solving 
linear equations. he team credits 
this to Staebler, who the team calls 
an “expert on that algorithm.” 
Sensors will track when every car 
enters the lots and whether or not 


yh 
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Marco Bonanni, left Timothy Hagen, center, and Lauren Rice, right, look over plans for their senior project on Dec. 1. They are among five students 


working on having parking tracking set up for Lots 9 and 10 by fall 2018. 


the car parks or leaves. ‘The team 
said this data will be constantly 
updated in the Sac State app. 

The goal of the project, ac- 
cording to the team, is to allow 
prospective parkers to use the app 
to see where spots are available 
instead of circling the parking lot 
aimlessly. 

This project began at the start 
of this academic school year, and 
the group said one of the hard- 
est parts was getting the funding. 
After three months of apply- 
ing for grants, UTAPS Director 
‘Tony Lucas went on to approve a 
$3,500 budget for the project. 

“We were struggling to find 
funding for our project,” Rice 


Ae me eer ees gy eer ee ew ee we ee 


said. “Tony was our last hope at 
getting funding. We applied for 
a few grants but weren’t going 
to know if we won them until 
January.” 

They got the ball rolling quick- 
ly from there and were able to 
start developing the product and 
code using software programs 
like MATLAB and SolidWorks. 
Bonanni said it has been a pro- 
cess learning laws and regulations 
and that they will work during 
winter break to experiment and 
find the best code to use before 
installation. 

“Jan. 20 is when we will have 
the code mostly finished by,” Ha- 
gen said. “We are going to be do- 


ee ee ae ee eT eS oes eee 


ing minor testing to verify every- 
thing is mostly working without 
installing the full system.” 

Hagen said that, from there, 
they will work to perfect their 
project and complete all of their 
other project requirements, like 
writing papers and making a 
mini-model that will show how 
the system works before setting 
everything up. 

The team said rolling the app 
out is just the first step. If suc- 
cessful, the students would like to 
have more parking areas on cam- 
pus use this it in the future. 

“It’s going to be really expand- 
able as far as the system because 
we are using this program that all 


a el ie a een a te ee ee a 


the engineers know how to use 
and are familiar with,” Bonanni 
said. “It will be really easy to ad- 
just the code and expand off our 
project.” 

For the team, doing this for 
their senior project not only could 
help all students, but could help 
them relate what they are learn- 
ing to many different engineering 
fields. 

“Even if we don’t want to go 
into this discipline of engineer- 
ing, we’re definitely getting expe- 
rience with working with actual 
businesses, expense reports and 
formal writeups,” Hagen said. 
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SAC 
STATE 
SAYS 


Sacramento State has a few reputations it would like to shake off. 





(C1; Sacramento State a 
commuter campus? » 





Foremost among them is “Slack State,” but following that is likely 
the notion that it is a “commuter campus.” According to 2016- 
2017 data from the Office of Institutional Research, 94 percent of Kameron Schmid 


@kameronschmid 


#SacStateSays | 


undergrads and 72 percent of freshman at Sac State live off cam- 


pus or commute. Tell us what you think by using #SacStateSays 


on social media and go to page 18 to read our thoughts. 





“Until this semester, | 
didn’t even know where 
the dorms were after 


“It is. I'm in a club here 
at school with over 100 
people in it, and may- 


“| would say definite- 


ly. | live in Davis, and "| do feel that it’s a 


two years. | would defi- 
nitely say Sac State is a 
commuter campus. My 
stepmother went here 
about 30 years ago, 
and that was the case 
back then as well.” 


- Alexander Pado 
Business marketing 


I’m a staff member for 
my church, so I’m on 
that campus regular- 

ly. The vibe there is 
ifferent ... That ap- 
proachability factor is 
off because commuters 
are like, ‘Go go go.’ ” 


- Marie Shadowens 
Communication studies 


“| commute from about 
10 minutes away, but the 
parking is a problem. | 
wouldn't necessarily call 
it a commuter campus 
because all of the peo- 
ple I've met live here 
or near Sac State.” 


- Levon Hayroyn 
Ciwil engineering 


commuter campus. | 
commute from Roseville 
and know people who 
commute from Con- 
cord, Walnut Creek, so 
it definitely is. A large 
ercentage of the Sac 
tate population comes 
from the outer areas.” 


- Ashley Cobb 
Psychology 


be 75 percent of them 
commute to school, and 
only a handful that live 
in the dorms ... I’d say it 
is a commuter school.” 


- Alexander Magana 
Communication studies 
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MEN’S BASKETBALL 


The State Hornet 


Basketball programs enter double! 


HORNETS HOST ANTELOPE VALLEY 
AFTER 6-GAME LOSING STREAK 


Angel Guerrero 
@AngelGuerrerooo 

After a 70-54 loss to Saint 
Mary’s on Monday, the Sacra- 
State basketball 
team concluded a brutal stretch 


mento men’s 
of six straight games away from 
the Nest since Nov. 17. 

The lack of a home-court ad- 
vantage has shown, as the Hor- 
nets (1-7) have lost six consecutive 
contests, which is the program’s 
worst stretch since a nine-game 
losing streak in the middle of the 
2011-12 season. 

“I feel like our schedule was 
made to be hard, and I feel like 
itll help us at the end of the 
day,” Sac State junior guard Jor- 
dan ‘Tolbert said. “We’ve got new 
players still trying to mix with the 
people (who have) been here, so 
we're still learning how to build 
that bond and chemistry on the 
court.” 

Sac State’s losses in this peri- 
od consist of games against the 
University of San Francisco (69- 
56), UC Davis (64-47), San Diego 
State (89-52), Cal State Fullerton 
(68-63), Saint Joseph’s (74-69) and 
Saint Mary’s. These six opposing 
programs combine for a 31-16 
overall record this season. 

“We knew what we were enter- 
ing into,” Sac State coach Brian 
Katz said, referring to the caliber 
of opponents during this stretch. 
“The big thing that you tell your 
guys is, ‘OK, you’re (1-7). Are you 
better from being (1-7) by having 
played the schedule?’ 

“The answer would be yes, 
we re a better team because of it.” 

However, the Hornets — 
which have one win on the season 
against Division Il Notre Dame 


de Namur University — will need 
to improve on their ball-handling 
and decision-making if they hope 
to compete against opposing 
teams. Sac State is averaging 15.9 


including 22 


turnovers a game, 
against UC Davis and San Diego 
State. 

Senior forward Justin Strings 

who leads the team with 16.6 
points and 7.4 rebounds per game 

attributes this to a lack of time 
spent in the practice gym during 
multiple road trips. These trips 
will reduce, as the Hornets will 
play five of their next six games in 
Sacramento during the month of 
December. 

“I think playing so many 
games in concession like that will 
take away the aspect you get from 
practicing,” Strings said after av- 
eraging 3.1 turnovers per contest. 
“When you practice, you work on 
taking care of the ball and work- 
ing on the little nuances of our of- 
fense, and I think when you play 
careless with the ball, (it leads) to 
turnovers. So, I think this practice 
time will help us combat those 
turnovers and limit them.” 

An important 
turnovers have hurt Sac State is 
in the points-per-game category. 
Last season, the Hornets posted 
71.1 points per contest with an 
11.6 turnover average, but that 
margin has dipped to 59.5 due 
to the mistakes handling the ball. 
These blunders were particularly 
costly against Cal State Fullerton 
(12) and Saint Joseph’s (17), as Sac 
State lost both games by only five 
points each. 

“We’ve played some games 
and struggled in some,” Strings 
said. “But in other games, I felt 
like we had opportunities to win, 
(and) so we’re not» completely, 


area where 
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Sacramento State junior guard Jordan Tolbert dribbles the ball down the court in a 64-47 loss against UC Davis 
Tuesday, Nov. 21 at the Golden 1 Center. 


“We knew what we were entering into. The big thing that you tell your guys 
is ‘OK, oe (1-7). Are you better from being (1-7) by having played the 


schedu 


mentally, checked out yet. We’re 
stil chugging away at it and un- 
derstanding the situation.” 

Despite the initial win-loss re- 
cord, Sac State has found a slight 
improvement in its points-allowed 
per-game average, which has 
decreased from 74.3 last season 
to 69.9. The Hornets were also 
able to hold Saint Mary’s, which 
began the year ranked No. 22 in 
the Associated Press ‘Top 25, to a 
season low of 70 points. 

“I think we can: build on our 


- Brian Katz 
Sacramento State men’s basketball coach 


defense,” Strings said before 
Monday’s loss against the Gaels. 
“TI know we haven’t been winning 
a whole lot of games, but I know 
our defense is doing pretty well 
in those games that we have lost. 
(So we need more) improving on 
offense, just scoring the ball more 
and just playing through each 
other more.” 

Sac State will get this chance, 
as the team returns home for the 
first time in 22 days against Ante- 
lope Valley at 7:35 p.m. Wednes- 


e?’ The answer would be yes, we’re a better team because of it.” 


day which will also act as a 
doubleheader, as the women’s 
basketball team plays the Pio- 
neers right before — at the Nest. 

“The one thing you want to 
try and do, always, is make sure 
you win your home games and 
play well,” Strings said, referring 
to the Hornets’ 53-19 record at 
home during the past five seasons. 
“For us, I think it'll be good, after 
a long stretch of road games, to 
get back in the Nest and have the 
home fans behind us.” 
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WOMEN’S BASKETBALL : 


eheader with combined 2-13 record 
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SAC STATE PLAYS PIONEERS 
AFTER TOUGH ROAD STRETCH 


Thomas Frey 
@ThomasFreyRP 


The Sacramento State wom- 
en’s basketball team will head into 
its home opener against Antelope 
Valley on Wednesday with a de- 
ceiving |-6 record. 

‘Iwo of the teams the Hornets 
have lost to are undefeated and 
ranked in the Associated Press 
Top 25, while another, Arizona 
State, sits just outside at No. 27 in 
the country. 

Sac State sophomore guard 
Hannah Friend is leading the 
team with 18 points and 5.9 re- 
bounds per game and said that 


the team got the difficult games 
out of the way first. 

“I would rather have tough 
games at the beginning and give 
us a sense of where we are,” 
Friend said. “I think this will be a 
great season.” 

The Hornets proved that their 
record doesn’t 
mean much when they matched 


nonconference 


up against UC Davis, which was 
6-0 entering the game. Despite 
falling behind in the third quar- 
ter 52-37, the Hornets went on a 
17-2 run to tie the game 54-54. 
The Aggies then prevailed 79-72, 
but Sac State coach Bunky Har- 
kleroad said he liked what he saw. 

“We are getting better dai- 
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Sacramento State sophomore guard Tiara Scott directs her teammates in a 79-72 loss against UC Davis 
Thursday, Nov. 30 at The Pavilion in Davis. 


ly,’ Harkleroad said. “We have 
a good group of people who are 
working their tails off, and we are 
starting to see improvement.” 

The Hornets are led by seniors 
Maranne Johnson and Kyhonta 
Doughty, who each have contrib- 
uted in their own ways. Johnson 
leads the team in steals and is 
second in scoring, rebounds and 
assists, while Doughty does her 
work down in the paint. She has 
more offensive rebounds than de- 
fensive and had a double-double 
against UC Davis despite guard- 
ing someone three inches taller 
than her. 

After having eight total assists 
in her first four games, soph- 


omore guard ‘Tiara Scott has 
found open players more effec- 
tively and has averaged 7.7 assists 
in her last three games. Against 
UC Davis, she had seven assists 
and zero turnovers. One of her 
main targets against the Aggies 
was Friend, who knocked down 
six 3-pointers and finished with 
25 points. 

“Hannah is a great shooter,” 
Johnson said. “Probably one of 
the best ones on the team. When- 
ever she catches it, we just tell her 
to let it fly.” 

Sac State has scored 72 points 
in each of its last two games and 
is entering its home-opening 
game with a deep bench featuring 


10 players averaging at least 10 
minutes per game. 

Antelope Valley will arrive in 
Sacramento with a 5-5 record 
against mostly non-Division I 
teams. In the Pioneers’ game 
against Northern Arizona on Nov. 
27, they lost 104-49, and earlier in 
the year, they fell to Alabama by 
55 points. 

‘The Hornets will tip off their 
home opener against Antelope 
Valley at 5:05 p.m. Wednesday 
—— which will also act as a dou- 
bleheader, as the men’s basketball 
team will play the Pioneers right 
after — at the Nest. 
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Hornets prepare for Flip Fest, season 


Competition, expectations high with majority of Sac State gymnastics team returning 


- Thomas Frey 
@ThomasFreyRP 





For a college gymnast, it 
doesn’t get much better then a 
trip to the NCAA Regionals. 

That is what Sacramento State 
seniors Lauren Rice and sisters 
Caitlin and Courtney Soliwoda 
— who will open up the gymnas- 
tics season by hosting Flip Fest 
Friday at 7 p.m. — did as juniors 
a year ago. Except, according 
to them, it could be better; they 
want to be joined at regionals by 
their entire team. 

Last season, the trio quali- 
fied for regionals as individuals, 
but the rest of the team, which 
finished 46th in the nation, was 
left watching back home in Sac- 
ramento. Rice and Caitlin per- 
formed as all-arounders in all 
four events, while Courtney was 
a specialist on the balance beam. 

‘The top 36 teams in the coun- 
try qualify for regionals, and this 
season, all three gymnasts, along 
with coach Randy Solorio, said 
they have the talent to go as a 
unit. If so, the Hornets will go 
with seven new freshmen and re- 
turners from 18 of last year’s 24 
routines. 

Sac State had injuries last sea- 
son and lacked depth at each rou- 
tine. ‘This forced Caitlin to be an 
all-arounder in all but one match, 
and it meant Rice had to come in 
the lineup with six meets to go in 
order for her to qualify for region- 
als as an individual. 

Sac State won’t have that issue 
in three of its four events this year, 
Caitlin said. ‘The team has at least 
10 people capable of being one 
of the six members for the bars 
and floor events, while beam has 
about eight people. 

“We are super deep on bars,” 
Caitlin said. “It is super exciting 
but scary for me as an all-around- 
er because I can easily be taken 
out (of the lineup) because they 
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Sacramento State senior gymnast Caitlin Soliwoda works on her floor routine Nov. 27 at Byers Gymnastics Center in Elk Grove. Soliwoda will be one 
of the 18 returners from last year’s 24 routines for the Hornets. 


are so good.” 

However, vault could become 
a position of weakness for the 
Hornets. Julia Konner, who quali- 
fied for three NCAA Regionals at 
the position, has graduated, and 
Courtney, who said vault is her 
best event, just tore her Achilles 
and said she isn’t sure when she 
will be back. 

“Tt’s tough, but it’s also import- 
ant that I stay positive about it,” 
Courtney said. “I am looking for- 
ward to a series of (platelet-rich 
plasma) injections, and we are 
hopeful that they will work in time 
for me to not miss the season.” 

Courtney’s score of 9.900 on 
the balance beam on Feb. 24 was 
tied for the highest beam score 
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for the team last season. She Ww 


also named to the Mountain Pa- 
cific Sports Federation first team, 
while qualifying for the NCAA 
Regionals, where she scored a 
9.800 and finished in 16th place. 

“She (does) four _ really 
high-scoring routines for us,” 
Rice said. “We don’t have a lot 
of vaulters, (and) her vault is very 
important to our team. Our team 
definitely won’t do as well without 
her.” 

Competition for the Hornets’ 
24 events, which span across four 
routines, will be on full display at 
Flip Fest, as the entire team will 
be challenging one another in 
front of a crowd. For the fresh- 
men, it will be the first time in 
their collegiate careers that they 
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“T am looking forward to see- 
ing how our freshmen will com- 
pete,” sophomore ‘Tara Catour 
said. “Last year, at Flip Fest, I was 
so nervous. It was a huge deal for 
me.” 

As a freshman, Catour had a 
high score of 9.800 or above in 
three events, and this year, she 
will make an attempt to break 
into the lineup as an all-arounder. 
She began the fall semester with 
an illness that sidelined her, but 
she has begun practicing again 
and said her goal is to be ready 
to compete in every event by the 
NorCal Meet, which is on Jan. 8. 

A freshman with potential to 
break out this season and be an 
immediate all-arounder is Jordyn 
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“Jordyn is mentally strong, es- 
pecially as a freshman,” Caitlin 
said. “A lot of times, freshmen will 
come in and (have to adjust, but) 
she has been super-confident.” 

Brent will join Rice and Cait- 
lin as all-arounders with Catour 
and Courtney potentially joining 
them as well. But whether they’re 
all-arounders or in one routine, 
the goal remains the same. 

“I want to go to (the NCAA) re- 
gionals as a team,” Rice said. “If 
I have to sit out in meets because 
my teammate is better then me, 
then I want that. I don’t want to 
be competing every meet because 
we have nobody else. I want who- 
ever is best up to be competing.” 
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Former Sacramento State men’s rugby club team captain Nick Weeder motivates his teammates before a match. The club team 
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is currently pushing for priority registration. 


SPORTS CLUBS SHOOT FOR PRIORITY REGISTRATION 


Men’s rugby club team advocates for recognition as an intercollegiate sport 


Sami Soto 
@itssamisoto 





The Sacramento State men’s 
rugby team is looking to imple- 
ment change in the club sport by 
getting priority registration. 

Unlike intercollegiate athletic 
teams, intramural sports do not 
receive benefits such as priority 
registration. Sac State’s registra- 
tion policies were recently revised 
in October of this year, but before 
that, it has remained the same 
since 1992. 

“Tt’s been awhile since I’ve 
seen anything added to this list,” 
said Paul Edwards, director of the 
Student-Athlete Resource Center. 
“There’s not a cap on who can get 
it, but there is some very specific 
pieces to who gets it, especially in 
the third-party group.” 


Currently, there are four lev- 
els of priority registration for Sac 
State students in which 12 groups 
fall under. Intercollegiate athletic 
teams receive third-level priority, 
as first and second priority are 
federally mandated. 

There is a number of policies 
and regulations collegiate sports 
teams undergo. As stated in the 
Priority Registration Policy, col- 
legiate athletic teams must offer 
academic support services, such 
as mandatory tutoring and GPA 
checks. This does not include the 
policies set forth by the NCAA. 

But much like collegiate sports, 
club sports are required to meet a 
GPA requirement of 2.0 as well 
as keep up with other standards 
set by Student Organizations and 
Leadership (SO&L). 

However, unlike collegiate ath- 
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letic teams, intramural sports PrOn 


grams do not have a coaching staff 
to organize and keep the team in 
line. This is done by players on 
the team who take on team-officer 
roles. The teams are responsible 
for completing volunteer hours, 
paying semester fees, securing a 
coach and filling out “lots of pa- 
perwork,” Sac State rugby team 
President Cesar Luengas said. 

As part of SO&L's “pay-to- 
play” method, each team must 
pay certain fees. For the men’s 
rugby program, each member 
shells out $300 a semester to 
participate. 

“$250 dollars goes to the club 
and $50 goes to USA Rugby,” 
Luengas said. “And that’s not 
counting gear. (SO&L) . didn’t 
help us out last year, so we had 
to buy gear, including our own 
backpacks.” 
| Despite, the setbacks. and fees, 


players like Luengas stay loyal to 
the sport. In his four years at Sac 
State, he has seen several petitions 
for the team to receive priority 
registration or become an inter- 
collegiate sport. 

“Priority registration is defi- 
nitely something we would love 
to see as part of our program,” 
said Josh Mandel-Sonner, sports 
club adviser for SO&L. “The 
unique structure of each sport 
club team creates challenges, but 
we are currently exploring ways to 
overcome these obstacles in hopes 
of submitting a proposal to the 
University.” 

According to SO&L’s website, 
87 percent of sports club mem- 
bers feel that playing on an intra- 
mural team has impacted their 
decision to stay at Sac State and 
continue working toward their 
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The rugby club team wants 
to make it known how serious 
the sport is and that it deserves 
more recognition. Last year, the 
program transitioned to Division 
I and now practices four times a 
week year-round. 

In previous years, the team has 
been ranked nationally and made 
the playoffs twice. At one point, 
they even advanced all the way 
to the finals for the Division I AA 
National Championship. Receiv- 
ing priority would be a small step 
in the right direction, Luengas 
said. 

“I just wish we had more power 
to show people that rugby’s also a 
sport,” Luengas said. “We've talk- 
ed about petitioning, and they’ve 
tried it in the past. Maybe (school 
officials) will Cones it, but most 
likely they won't.” 
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Need gift ideas for your loved ones? 
Check out these six potential gifts, 
all for under $25 


December is finally here! It’s a time to gather with loved ones to celebrate the holiday cheer, 
and of course, exchange gifts. As a college student living on a budget, buying presents for loved 
ones can be difficult. Here is a list of six gift ideas for under $25 to help spread that giving spirit. 
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By Gabriela Mascoll // @gaby_mascoll 









Makeup lovers are always looking to expand their collection of beauty supplies with the latest brushes, powders, colors and other als 
tools. Achieve a bold look with Statement Makers by bareMinerals. This kit comes with two mini lipsticks: Frenchie, a magenta berry ae 
color, and Hustler, a red garnet color. The lipstick duo can be found at Ulta for $15. If you're looking for more discounts, Ulta is also e — 
celebrating the holiday season with Holiday Beauty Blitz, a month-long event that offers deals each day, which can be up to 50 per- eL 


cent off brand name items, including Tarte and Smashbox. 
Photo courtesy of bareMinerals / Ulta 


for the nutsic Cover 


If you're the type who can't help but sing in the shower or dance in the mirror, the AquaSound shower speaker can make your 
morning routine more lively by playing your favorite tunes. The waterproof speaker has suction cups to stick to the wall of your 
shower and connects to any mobile device via Bluetooth. Four buttons allows you to control the volume, skip tracks and even 
answer calls from your paired device. This compact, portable speaker is available on Amazon for $11.99. 


Photo courtesy of AquaSound / Amazon 


For the gamer 


Online multiplayer games have become extremely popular, and gamers need to communicate in order. to strategize with their 
teams. The Enhance GX-H2 Computer Gaming Headset offers improved audio quality and an adjustable microphone for better 
communication with fellow online gamers. This headset does not require installation and is compatible with popular games, such 
as “Fallout 4” and “League of Legends.’ It is available at Walmart for $19.99. 


For the significant 0 


Personalized items are a great way to let people know about that special person in your life this holiday season. Walgreens offers 
a variety of personalized items that allow shoppers to put their own photos on an object, including framed mugs, starting at 
$11.99, adult t-shirts for $14.99 and personalized 20x30 pillowcases, which sell for $19.99. 








Photo courtesy of Wal-Mart 






Photo courtesy of Walgreens 
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KOREAN GROUP BIS PROVES 
THAT BOY BANDS ARE A 
UNIVERSAL COLLECTIVE 


Gabriela Mascoll 
@Gaby_Mascoll 


Korean pop music made an- 
other appearance on the Amer- 
ican stage when BIS became 
the first Korean artists to ever 
perform at the American Music 
Awards (AMAs). 

This isn’t the first time that 
Korean pop music, or K-pop, has 
made its mark in the U.S. In 2012, 
PSY’s “Gangnam Style” music 
video went viral and broke the 
then-YouTube record for most 
views. Five years later, K-pop 1s 
still gaining popularity in Ameri- 
ca with new artists like BTS, Jay 
Park and CL. 

This year has been a whirlwind 
for BTS. ‘The seven-member Ko- 
rean boy band made history as 
the first Korean artists to break 
into the top ten of the Billboard 
200 album chart. ‘They later won 
‘Top Social Artist at the Billboard 
Music Awards, ending Justin Bie- 
ber’s six-year winning streak. On 
Nov. 19, the group made its U.S. 
television debut at the AMAs in 
front of a crowd of screaming 
fans. 

Priscilla Miller, an English ma- 
jor, had mixed feelings about how 
BIS was going to perform at the 
AMAs. She was disappointed be- 
cause B'S was only scheduled to 
perform “DNA,” whereas other 
acts were able to do more than 
one song. However, she did notice 
how the fans were cheering for 
them through the fancam at the 
AMAs. 

“It is really heartwarming to 
know theyhad support while they 

oe ee 


sang,’ Miller said. “I expected 
more, but I’m just happy they had 
the opportunity to perform.” 

The performance might have 
come as a Culture shock for those 
not familiar with K-pop and Ko- 
rean culture. K-pop is mostly 
sung in Korean, with a few En- 
glish words thrown in. It sounds 
much like American pop, as it 
mixes styles like rap and infec- 
tious dance rhythms. Other char- 
acteristics of K-pop include elab- 
orate group choreography, flashy 
music videos and stylish clothing. 
Many K-pop artists are in boy 
bands or girl groups with four or 
more members. 

K-pop originated in the ’90s, 
the same era when boy bands like 
The Backstreet Boys and NSYNC 
were popular in America. Ac- 
cording to EunMi Cho, faculty 
adviser of the Korean Student 
Association, boy bands-and girl 
groups are still big in Korea be- 
cause they value the idea of col- 
lectivism. Cho said that in order 
to cultivate their talents, K-pop 
artists attend training schools to 
improve their singing and danc- 
ing skills. Entertainment compa- 
nies often have group members 
live together in order for them to 
form a team bond. 

“There is one lead singer, but 
all (the members) are signing 
throughout the song,” Cho said. 
“That is the difference between 
bands and K-pop groups; we 
value more collectivism. If you 
listen to K-pop, a lot of people 
are singing as a group, where- 
as (American) singers are more 
independent.” 


~~“Reéenata de Watteville, an Asian” 
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K-pop breaks into the American music scene 
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Photo by Jeon Han / Wikimedia Commons 


Left to right, members of Korean boy band BTS Jin, Jimin, Suga, V, RM, Jungkook and J-Hope at the 2014 
Mnet M Countdown music program in Korea. The group made their U.S. television debut on Nov. 19 at the 


American Music Awards. 


studies major, has been listening 
to K-pop for more than five years. 
She said that she believes K-pop 
music videos are more eye-catch- 
ing than American videos be- 
cause they tell more of a story. 
Because she speaks little Korean, 
de Watteville watches music vid- 
eos online with subtitles to under- 
stand the lyrics. 

“It’s been a long time since I 
have listened to American music 
videos,” de Watteville said. “I find 
them kind of boring because in 
a K-pop music video, it’s not just 
about their singing. ‘hey are per- 
forming in there, they are danc- 
ing, and sometimes there will be 
acting. There is a lot more com- 
pacted into that video. You don’t 
see American singers dancing in 
their music videos. You see them 
standing in one place staring (sug- 
gestively) at other girls or other 
guys.” 

Matthew Rowe, a junior an- 
thropology major, learnéd about 


Korean culture when he served in 
the army. During his visit to the 
country last year, he experienced 
a culture shock when he saw how 
much people valued. boy bands 
with feminine appearances. 

“The definition of what 1s 
masculine is a lot different there,” 
Rowe said “The boy bands dye 
their hair, and a lot of Americans 
are offended by how feminine the 
(Korean) boy bands are, but it’s 
not a thing in Korea. Generally, it 
is more acceptable to care about 
their appearance and to have 
more fashion.” 

Miller read comments on 
Facebook the day after the AMA 
performance and said she noticed 
many users reacting negatively 
to it. According to Miller, many 
mentioned how people couldn’t 
understand their song since it 
wasn’t sung in English. Miller said 
people don’t have to understand 
the lyrics to enjoy K-pop because 
music i$ a universal language.” 
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“People forget that popular 
songs like ‘Despacito’ and “Danzo 
Kuduro’ are sung in different lan- 
guages too,” Miller said. “What 
makes (this) different? Despite 
all of the negative comments, | 
am really glad there is a chance 
for them to be represented in the 
sense of ethnicity because you 
don’t see a lot of (diversity) in 
Hollywood.” 

According to de Watteville, 
K-pop is becoming more main- 
stream thanks to artists like BTS. 
De Watteville said that she used 
to be afraid to tell people that she 
listened to K-pop because they 
thought it was weird, which made 
her uncomfortable. 

“Now, I'm not afraid to tell 
people what I listen to,” de Wat- 
teville said. “It makes me really 
thankful for BTS bringing it to 
the West and a lot more fans com- 
ing out and saying they’re into it.” 
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EDITORIAL 
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During his 2017 Fall Address, 
President Robert Nelsen declared 
Sacramento State a “hate-free 
campus.” In that same speech, 
he also expressed his desire to 
change the University’s reputation 
as a “commuter college.” Nelsen 
reiterated those thoughts two 
months later during his Commu- 
nity Council Breakfast on Oct. 27, 
where he was quoted as saying he 
hates “the ‘C’ word.” 

Being mostly composed of 
commuters, our editorial board 
must ask how our university pres- 
ident can preach acceptance, 
community and diversity, while 
at the same time, marginalize 
such a massive part of the student 
population? 

According to 2016-17 data 
from the Office of Institutional 
Research, 94 percent of under- 


it of freshman, t 


at Sac State live off campus or 
commute. These percentages tell 
us that Sac State is most definitely 
a commuter college and that it will 
take an enormous amount of time 
and effort to change that. 

But we don’t see why commut- 
ers are such a problem for Sac 
State and take it personally that 
the University seems to be fanta- 
sizing about a campus free of peo- 
ple like us. 

After year after year of driving 
as many as 80 miles each day to 
and from campus, some of our 
editors don’t want their efforts to 
be swept under the rug so the Uni- 
versity can look more appealing to 
outsiders. 

When our copy editor, Rob- 
ert Todd, started here, his 2007 
Honda Civic had a scant 36,000 
miles on it. Now, after three flat 


“fires, a roof’ stripped.of its shiny 


blue paint and the phrase “FUCK 
YOU” lovingly keyed onto the 
trunk while it was parked in one of 
Sac State’s parking garages, that 
car is just shy of 100,000 miles. 

That’s not to mention the re- 
cent repair costs he has incurred 
after running over a large piece 
of scrap metal in the wee hours 
of the morning during his daily 
commute, which totaled nearly 
two-grand out of his own pocket. 

Now, we’re not naive enough to 
think any of our cars are going to 
leave Sac State the same as when 
they arrived, and it’s not about the 
cars anyway. It’s about the hard- 
ship a crazy commute puts on stu- 
dents who are already taking on 
the difficult challenge of earning 
a degree. 

State Hornet sports editor 
Angel Guerrero takes it to anoth- 


‘vem lével He travels to and from 


Stockton every day, sometimes 
sleeping in his car to avoid falling 
asleep at the wheel after a long 
day. He also keeps his toiletries on- 
hand to freshen up at school after 
his early-morning, still-dark-out- 
side drive, which he said he does 
to avoid the heavy traffic. 

We can honestly say Angel is 
also one of the most dedicated 
and hardest-working students at 
Sac State. To have the commute 
he does, while being as outstand- 
ing of an editor as he is, makes 
for a student whom the Universi- 
ty should want most to represent 
it. But if Nelsen gets his wish, it 
would seem Sac State has no place 
for diligent folks like him. 

We at The State Hornet have 
high hopes for what President 
Nelsen would like to accomplish, 
mostly.. We alway find his ded- 
ication to a tight-knit campus 
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Don't tread on Sac State commuters 


community free of discrimina- 
tion admirable, and his personal 
underdog story about Calamity 


Jane’s saddle is both charming and 


inspiring. But Nelsen said himself 
that he keeps that saddle in his of- 
fice to remind him of the students 
and their struggles. 

Well, President Nelsen, 
reach out to you now, on behalf of 


we 


all the commuters at Sac State, to 
remind you that we too are strug- 
gling. We sacrifice a lot of time, 
sleep, money and the well-being 
of our vehicles to work toward 
better lives. So, instead of turning 
“commuter” into a dirty word, 
how about we highlight the added 
challenge mobile students endure? 

We commuters all have our 
own “saddle stories,” after all, and 
the University should be proud to 


share them. 
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IF A SAC STATE STUDENT TURNED 
IN A PAPER WITH HAND-WRITTEN 
REVISIONS, THEY’D GET ANF 


Khanlin Rodgers 
@khanlibear 





Congratulations to the U.S. Con- 
gress on its impending fundamental 
change to federal tax laws! It is warmly 
reassuring to know that finally, deep 
into my college career, someone in 
Washington D.C. is looking after who 
matters most: corporations. 

I’m kidding, obviously. ‘The new tax 
bill (which is still not official, but likely 
will be very soon), could be detrimen- 
tal to Sacramento State students for a 
whole bunch of reasons. While some 
of these reasons are still unknown 
because parts of the bill are illegible, 
and amendments were made while the 
votes to pass it were still being cast, we 
do know that it has the potential to tax 
endowments received by universities. 

These endowments can act as 
sources for scholarships that are dis- 
tributed to both lower-income and 
minority students. ‘Taxing the endow- 
difficult 


for our school, and many others, to 


ments would make it more 


provide the monetary support to those 
who depend on financial aid to make it 
through school. 

Not only will a large demographic 
of potential students miss out on the 
opportunity to attend the university of 
their choice, but the community itself 
will miss out on some of the racial and 
class-based diversity that makes it so 
special. 

We deserve so much more than this, 
especially considering that it is such a 
blatant rush job. If a Sac State student 
turned in a paper with hand-written 
revisions, they'd get an FE: 


Our school is already spends! 


more money than the state or coun- 
try is offering it, funneling hundreds 
of thousands of dollars into an ath- 
letic program that isn’t performing 
up to par and remodeling nearly half 
of campus while taking in more and 
more students each semester. 

Now, to add to this mess, the fed- 
eral government has stepped in and 
not only made conditions worse for 
students who are enrolled, but have set 
up yet another barrier for underrepre- 
sented students to attend school in the 
first place. So much for getting an edu- 
cation in order to climb the social and 
economic ladders. 

‘The ‘Trump administration has al- 
ready made changes to how colleges 
handle sexual assault, discussed chang- 
es to affirmative action in enrollment 
and seems set on dismantling many of 
the country’s services that help poor 
Americans most. 

The bill would remove the man- 
date for health insurance, which could, 
in turn, leave an estimated 13 mil- 
lion Americans without health care 
and premium increases somewhere 
around 10 percent. 

The bill also increases taxes for 
high-tax states. Naturally, California 
is one of the states included. This is 
a blatant attack on states that typical- 
ly vote Democrat and is one of many 
special interests stuffed into the bill 
that will have a long-term effect on the 
country. 

The good news is that these Repub- 
licans — the ones who barely got the 
bill through Congress at all — have 
to run again in 2018. They can be re- 
placed, as can the laws they are stuffing 
through the legislature like there’s no 
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(b) Erractivs DaTe.—The amendment made by 


this section shall apply to taxable years beginning after 
December 31, 2017, 
SEC, 13543, MODIFICATION OF TREATMENT OF S$ CORPORA- /(@) ase 
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(a) IN GENBRAL.—Section 1371 is amended by add- brow. $> corpo ra 
+o Cueporation — 
Seotien 4d Bl ie 
'“(f) CASH DISTRIBUTIONS FOLLOWING POST-TERMI- awed ta vy 
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(1) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a distribu- Anvsection 


ing at the end the following new subsection: 


NATION TRANSITION PERIOD.— 


Photo courtesy of Senator Bob Casey / Twitter 


Do the — 


Apply by January 1: 
peacecorps.gov/openings 
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